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On May 22nd the Treasury Department officially announced that they
would be ending the production of the penny. And although this coin
will still be around for some time to come, chances are you might
notice a little more when you receive one back in your change. The
penny, like all coins, has a front and a back. At least today in the
United States, the front of a coin has an image of a president, for the
penny it is Abraham Lincoln. On the backside there is another design
featuring a national symbol of some sort, for the penny it is the
Lincoln Memorial. Even though both designs are on the same coin
with the same value, the design is different on the front and on the
back. 
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent, but like a coin, this season
in the church year has two points of focus. The first side of Advent,
one which we almost exclusively focus on, is the arrival of Jesus. In
this time we draw close to Bethlehem and celebrate the arrival of the
long awaited messiah. This for many is the totality of Advent. 
But there is another side of Advent, one just as important but so
often overlooked, which is looking forward to the second coming of
Jesus at the end of time. We often shy away from even talking about
this second coming for several reasons. First, it is always hard to talk
about something that has not happened yet, especially something so
important. Second, it can be frightening even thinking about the end
of the world. And finally, with so many voices, it can be hard to even
know what to think. 
Advent has two sides, but it is one story. It is God’s story of rescuing
and redeeming His people to be with Him forever. And that is the
focus we keep as we look at both sides of Advent.
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Almighty God, we thank you for sending Jesus into the world to
redeem a lost and hopeless people. As we celebrate the arrival of
Jesus in Bethlehem let us also look forward with joyful anticipation
to His second arrival at the end of time. Amen.

Pastor Barry

THIS WEEK
MEDITATION                           Matthew 24:36-44

Monday - December 1
Men’s Bible Study 6:30am
Mary Martha Committee Meeting 3:00pm
Monday Night Meal 5:15pm
AA 7:00pm

Tuesday - December 2
Sunday School Meeting 6:30pm
Trustees Meeting 6:30pm

Wednesday - December 3
Moms in the Word 9:30am
Midweek Advent Worship 4:15/6:30pm
Confirmation (Public School) 6:00pm

Thursday - December 4
Ladies Aid Meeting 1:30pm
Welcome Team Meeting 6:30pm
Trail Life Troop Meeting 6:30pm
Board of Education Meeting 6:30pm

Friday - December 5
AA 6:30pm

Sunday - December 7
Worship 8:00/9:30/10:45am
Education Hour 9:30am
Pre-K/K Sunday School Service 10:45am
Advent Choral Vespers 6:30pm



THE WEEKLY WORD PAGE 02

Construction Update

The organ chamber is getting new
steel furring, rigid foam, and
fiberglass insulation before fresh
gypsum board is installed. After the
new organ is set, the original façade
pipes will be put reinstalled.

Thanksgiving Meal Delivery
On Tuesday, November 25th, St. John’s volunteers, together with residents of the Adelwood Homeowners
Association, packaged 315 Thanksgiving meals for members of our community. The turkeys and homemade sides
were lovingly prepared by St. John’s volunteers over the weekend on Saturday, November 22nd and Sunday,
November 23rd. We’re grateful for everyone who gave their time, energy, and servant hearts to make this year’s
meal delivery a blessing to so many.

Installation the fire sprinkler piping
in the church attic is nearly
complete. This pipe, which serves
the attic and Sanctuary ceiling, will
be concealed by the stairway
ceilings and soffits.

Workers are connecting the
Fellowship Hall ceiling ductwork to
the new floor diffusers that will
bring extra conditioned air into the
Sanctuary.

Christmas Poinsettias
Help us celebrate Christ’s birth by donating the cost of a poinsettia ($15) to help decorate our Christmas services.
Envelopes to purchase the plants can be found at the information center. The deadline to purchase is December
14 . The poinsettias may be taken home for your personal enjoyment after the late service on Sunday, January 4 . th th



Join Us for Advent Worship!
Sundays in Advent:
November 30, December 7, 14, & 21
8:00am, 9:30am, & 10:45am
Advent Choral Vespers:
December 7 at 6:30pm
Midweek Advent Worship:
December 3, 10, & 17
4:15pm & 6:30pm
No Advent Meals
due to renovation
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays at 8:00/9:30/10:45am in the Gymnasium

(Livestream at the 8:00am Service)

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

Want to receive the Weekly Word and
church communications by email?

 

Contact churchoffice@stjohns-chaska.org or
call the church office.

Sunday, December 7, 6:30pm
Featuring school and 

church choirs
Reception following 

the service

Sunday School & Day School Christmas Services & Programs
Sunday School Christmas Services:
Kindergarten & Younger - Sunday, December 7 at the 10:45am service
1  - 6  Grade - Sunday, December 14 at the 11:00am servicest th

Day School Christmas Services/Programs:
Time to Grow Christmas Program - Thursday, December 11 at 6:30pm
K - 8  Grade Christmas Service - Thursday, December 18 at 6:30pm (streamed LIVE on our church website)th

No Sunday School on Sunday, December 21 or Sunday, December 28

Advent Choral Vespers

Christmas Worship at St. John’s
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24

Worship with Communion at 2:00pm, 4:00pm, & 10:00pm (candlelight service)
Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25

Worship with Communion at 9:30am

St. John’s Giving Tree
Join us as we partner with Mi CASA to bless 10 local families this Christmas! Pick a stocking from the Giving Tree
outside the church office, and purchase gifts for the individual listed on it. Gift ideas are suggestions (choose
what you feel led to give). Please return all unwrapped gifts (with the stocking/tag attached) to the church and
place them under the Giving Tree by December 14 . Any gift cards may be turned in at the church office. th
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EXPECTANT MOMS

Please continue to share your prayer requests by filling out the back of a Connect Card located on the information
desks in the upper gathering and main level common areas or by going to www.stjohns-chaska.org and clicking on
“How can we pray for you?” You can also contact the church office:  email:  churchoffice@stjohns-chaska.org. or
by phone 952-448-2433 

PRAYER LIST

Brenda Simpson
Izzy King
Nicole Stockey
Kourtney Vipond
Jessica Lewis
Nicole Thuente
Katelyn Olson
Amy Peterson

FOR HEALING AND STRENGTH

Anita Doss
Sid & Merna Fjelstad

Dennis Gaarder
Bernie Gnan

Eugene Henke
Carol Jones

ONGOING PRAYERS
Carol Affeldt
John Barney

Jimann Campbell
Julie Carver

Marguerite Craighead
Sunnie Deis

Len Kallsen
Gretchen Laubach

Melinda Meuwissen
Gina Niesche
Steve Pond

Austin Rannow

Val Schlefsky
Cliff Waller
Ruth Ziegler

Merlin Bentz - brother of Linda Knox
Ruth Harms - sister-in-law of Marilyn Lenzen

Marilyn Lenzen
Jolene Berg

Joann Mueller
Gary Anderson

Jack Boman

11/30
Nyles Schwardt
Miranda Voigt
Ryan Koepsell
Nolan Marshall

12/1
Ted Beise

Mary Venckus
Raymond Johnson

Aiden Zabel
Angeline Syrette

12/2
Jeffrey Matzke

12/3
Steven Latzke
Taylor Robb

Elly Snow
Bella Buesgens

12/4
Linda Kloos

Marie Hovorka
Emma Schwardt

12/5
Brianna Brandmire

12/6
Michael John Carlson

Robert Swenson
Jason Simpson

Sandy Sprengeler
Bernie Gnan

Holly Walters
Donna Kloos
Norm Glock
Jen Angell

IN SYMPATHY
The family of Bill Noll, upon his passing.

The family of Hilde Grev, upon her passing. 

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
12/2  Ronald and Lynette Fiebelkorn

12/3  Jeff and Jacki Otterstatter
12/4  Jason and Heidi Anglin

12/4  Chance and Ann Carlson
12/4  James Richard and Melissa Jean Coddington

12/4  David and Karen Duff
12/4  Scott and Keri Lorenz


