February 1, 2026 8:00/9:30/10:45am Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

PRE-SERVICE
(8:00/9:30) “Rise Up, O Men of God” Kenneth Jennings
(9:30) “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Dan Forrest

WELCOME AND INVOCATION

OPENING HYMN “‘Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB 904
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word Gracious Savior, good and kind,
We are gathered all to hear You. Light of Light, from God proceeding,

Let our hearts and souls be stirred  Open now our heart and mind;

Now to seek and love and fear You, Help us by Your Spirit's pleading.

By Your teachings, sweet and holy, = Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Drawn from earth to love You solely. Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

All our knowledge, sense, and sight  Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded Praise to You and adoration!

Till Your Spirit breaks our night Grant that we may trust Your Word,
With the beams of truth unclouded. Confident of our salvation,
You alone to God can win us; While we here below must wander,

You must work all good within us. Till we sing Your praises yonder.

Text: Public domain



OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 89:1-2, 5, 8, 52; Isaiah 2:5b

| will sing of the steadfast love of the LoRD, forever;
with my mouth | will make known Your faithfulness to all generations.

For | said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens You will
establish Your faithfulness.”

Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, Your faithfulness in the
assembly of the holy ones!

O LorD God of hosts, who is mighty as You are, O LORD, with Your
faithfulness all around You?

Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and Amen. Come, let us walk in the
light of the LORD.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly
Father.

Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We are given
to sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful deeds. We have transgressed
Your law in many ways, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have often been heedless of our calling to follow in Your ways.
Because of our sins and our sinfulness, we deserve Your punishment now
and for eternity. Gracious God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin and restore us
to a full and joyful relationship with You through the merits of Jesus, our
Lord. Direct our days by Your Holy Spirit that we may joyfully follow Your
will and gladly obey Your commandments as Your redeemed people,
bringing the brightness of Your light to the darkened world.

In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
HYMN OF PRAISE LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us
in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and
let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an indictment
against his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have
| done to you? How have | wearied you? Answer me! For | brought you up
from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and |
sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember what
Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered
him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the Lord.” “With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow
myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of 0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you,
O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM (8:00) “Be Thou My Vision” arr. Dan Forrest



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For
Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of
you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not,
to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in
the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God
made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and
redemption. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 205
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them,
saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you."

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE (8:00/10:45)

HYMN “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842
Son of God, eternal Savior, Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
Source of life and truth and grace, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Hallows all our human race, Bid its cruel discords cease.

You our Head, who, throned in glory, By Your patient years of toiling,

For Your own will ever plead: By Your silent hours of pain,

Fill us with Your love and pity, Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need. Stem our selfish greed of gain.

As You, Lord, have lived for others, Son of God, eternal Savior,

So may we for others live. Source of life and truth and grace,
Freely have Your gifts been granted; Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Freely may Your servants give. Hallows all our human race:

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, By Your praying, by Your willing

Yours the wealth of land and seag; That Your people should be one,

We but stewards of Your bounty Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:
Held in solemn trust will be. Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Public domain

SERMON “The Great Reversal” Pastor Snow

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.



And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs:

We pray for the church, the Bride of Christ, that through her the message of
salvation be proclaimed and the gifts of God be shared. We pray this day for
all nations of the world, that there be an end to hostilities and that times of
peacefulness prevail everywhere. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and our neighbors. Move us to reach out in every
direction with the joyful news of the Gospel, that people may become part of
the kingdom of God now and forever. We pray for all people in various
conditions, especially for the hospitalized and those who are homebound
during this season. We pray for the unemployed, those who are downcast or
grieving, and for all those for whom our petitions are desired... Lord, in your
mercy.

Hear our prayer.

We remember those who have shared the faith with us and now have
departed this life in joyful hope. Confidently, we await the time when we
shall rejoice together with them eternally along with saints and angels and
all the company of heaven. Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O gracious Father, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy though Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Lord of All Good” LSB 786, vv. 1-2
Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now;

Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill.

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be

That our whole life is offered to Your will.

We give our minds to understand Your ways;
Hands, eyes, and voice to serve Your great design;
Hearts with the flame of Your own love ablaze—
Thus for Your glory all our pow’rs combine.

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-710094

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our
sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him
will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no
end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them saying. “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.

Please be seated.
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COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN'S

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as
He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood. This
we eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold to a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are
asked to first speak with the pastor or an elder. For further readings in Scripture, we suggest Matthew
5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.

- Communicants will receive elements in a continuous fashion.

- If you would like the pastor to bring communion to you, please inform an usher anytime during the
service.

- Children of all ages may join their parents and receive a special blessing.

- For those who desire it, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center ring of the tray of individual
cups.

DISTRIBUTION

HYMN “0 Bless the Lord, My Soul” LSB 814
O bless the Lord, my soul! He crowns thy life with love

Let all within me join When ransomed from the grave;

And aid my tongue to bless His name He that redeemed my soul from hell
Whose favors are divine. Hath sov'reign pow'r to save.

O bless the Lord, my soul, He fills the poor with good,;

Nor let His mercies lie He gives the suff'rers rest.

Forgotten in unthankfulness The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And without praises die! And justice for th'oppressed.

'Tis He forgives thy sins; His wondrous works and ways

'Tis He relieves thy pain; He made by Moses known,

'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses But sent the world His truth and grace
And makes thee young again. By His beloved Son.

Text: Public domain
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HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service”

Lord, whose love through humble service
Bore the weight of human need,

Who upon the cross, forsaken,

Offered mercy’s perfect deed,

We, Your servants, bring the worship

Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to Your purpose

Ev'ry gift that You impart.

Still Your children wander homeless;
Still the hungry cry for bread;

Still the captives long for freedom;
Still in grief we mourn our dead.

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love Your Spirit kindles

Still to save and make us whole.

As we worship, grant us vision,

Till Your love's revealing light

In its height and depth and greatness,
Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving,

Your abundant life to share.

Called by worship to Your service,

Forth in Your dear name we go,

To the child, the youth, the aged,

Love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,
Counsel, aid, and peace we give,

That Your servants, Lord, in freedom
May Your mercy know and live.

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-710094

LSB 848
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HYMN
Jesus comes today with healing,
Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.
He Himself makes preparation,

And | hear His invitation:

“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

Christ Himself, the priest presiding,
Yet in bread and wine abiding

In this holy sacrament,

Gives the bread of life, once broken,
And the cup, the precious token

Of His sacred covenant.

Under bread and wine, though lowly,
| receive the Savior holy,

Blood and body, giv'n for me,

Very Lamb of God from heaven,
Who to bitter death was given,
Hung upon the curséd tree.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-710094

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

LSB 620
God descends with heav'nly power,
Gives Himself to me this hour

In this ordinary sign.

On my tongue His pledge receiving,

| accept His grace, believing

That | taste His love divine.

et me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Now have | found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev'ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

14



NUNC DIMITTIS
0 |
A
I ek
NV [ [ |
) ! & o I
10 Lord, now let Your ser - vant De -
2 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther All
0 |
#\‘l’_bfl & @ =0 | { I
5 ° .
part in heav’'n - ly peace, For I have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
01|
o b | -
;j} = [ 1 d .
go - ry Of Your re - deem - ing grace:
Spir - it For - ev - er Three in One;
0|
; [l '
AV 1\ | 1
Y] | |
A light to lead the Gen - tiles Un -
For as in the be - gin - ning, Is
f) |
[
| & an Wl /]
\QJ)J
to Your ho - ly hill, The glo ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
0|
o h —
N _‘
:)V < r 4
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra el.
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni ty.

DISMISSAL

LSB 211

15



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed
and nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your pilgrim people, strengthen and support us so
that we may continue to proclaim Your love to all the world. In this Epiphany
season, keep before us the vision of the brightness of Your glory, and bring
us at last to Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN “Onward, Christian Soldiers” LSB 622, vv. 1-2
Onward, Christian soldiers, Like a mighty army
Marching as to war, Moves the Church of God;
With the cross of Jesus Brothers, we are treading
Going on before. Where the saints have trod.
Christ, the royal master, We are not divided,

Leads against the foe; All one body we,

Forward into battle One in hope and doctrine,
See His banners go! Refrain One in charity. Refrain
Refrain

Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
Going on before.

Text: Public domain

SENDING

Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH ST. JOHN’S TODAY! If this is your
first time at St. John's, we encourage you to fill out a CONNECTCard
located on the Welcome Desk. We want an opportunity to get to know you.

16



WORSHIP LEADERS

Preacher: Pastor Show

Liturgist: Pastor Barry

Pianist: Linda DeRocher

Choir: Men’s Choir, directed by Dr. Katie Rolf

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Acolytes: 8:00 Levi Leaon/10:45 Aliyah Messer

Communion Assistants: 8:00 Gayle Degler, Chris Mundahl, Marcus Simpson
9:30 Pete Stephan, Bruce Wolf, Tim Goltz

10:45 Paul Dolan, Thomas Leier, Nathan Messer

Elders: 8:00 Zac Lewis/9:30 Pete Siedelman/10:45 Brian Honebrink

Usher Team: 8:00 Mark Asmus/9:30 Mark Young/10:45 Brad Willmsen
Welcome Team: 8:00 Gayle Degler, Lewis Family/9:30 Matzke Family
10:45 Ben Peterson

Tech Crew: 8:00 Jason Eickhoff/9:30 Julie Bruce/10:45 Bennet McGlothlin
Coffee Hour: 9:00 Kloos Family

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia
Publishing House.
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UPCOMING WEEK

Sunday, February 1

Youth Night 6:00pm

Monday, February 2

Men's Bible Study 6:30am

Monday Night Meal 5:15pm

AA 7:00pm

Tuesday, February 3

Trustees Meeting 6:30pm

Wednesday, February 4

Moms in the Word 9:30am

Messengers of Praise Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm

Thursday, February 5

A Donut with My Darling 8:30am

Women'’s LifeLight Bible Study 9:30am

Ladies Aid Meeting 1:30pm

Board of Education Meeting 6:30pm

Friday, February 6

AA 6:30pm

Middle School Activity Night 6:00pm

Saturday, February 7

Trail Life Leader’s Meeting 9:00am

Sunday, February 8

Worship 8:00/9:30/10:45am

Education Hour 9:30am

Sugar City 4-H Club Meeting 1:30pm

Prayer of Thanksgiving

The birth of a son, Otto James, to Josh and Amy Peterson.

In Sympathy

The family of Betty Shimmin, upon her passing.

Prayers for Healing and Strength

Mary Swanson
Pastor Al Holthus
Tracy Koepsell

JOAnn Schesso Janet Macenthun
Barb Frey Joel Landskroener
Patti Oelfke Jolene Berg

Allan Panning
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Ongoing Prayers
Carol Affeldt
John Barney
Merlin Bentz
Jack Boman
Jimann Campbell
Julie Carver
Marguerite Craighead
Sunnie Deis

Expectant Moms
lzzy King
Brenda Simpson

Celebrating Birthdays
2/1
Chris Ewing
Jenny McCarty
Steven O’'Sell
Carol Willmsen
2/2
Barbara Frye
Rachel Leier
Bennett McGlothlin
2/3
David Burfield

Anita Doss
Sid & Merna Fjelstad
Dennis Gaarder
Ruth Harms
Eugene Henke
Carol Jones
Len Kallsen

Nicole Stockey

2/3
Bradley Henke
Thomas Stanley
2/4
Nancy Bushard
Lori Heacock
Gary Herreid
Maren Keskey
Kalli Kloos
Jessica Sutherland

Tim & Gretchen Laubach

Marilyn Lenzen
Melinda Meuwissen
Steve Pond
Austin Rannow
Val Schlefsky
Cliff Waller
Ruth Ziegler

Brittany Thormodson
Kourtney Vipond

2/5
George Quist
Gordon Thomas
2/6
Kylie Herrmann
Scott McGlothlin
Roger Narkie
Molly Woltmann
2/7
Lance Kusske
Amanda Quist
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