Easter Sunday

Christ is Risen

April 5, 2026 | 8:30 ¢ 10:00 AM




Please rise as you are able and face the cross for the proclamation of the
Easter Gospel.

INVOCATION
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

EASTER GOSPEL PROCLAMATION Luke 24:1-6a
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking
the spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in
dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?
He is not here, he has risen.”

The stone has been rolled away! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Please turn to follow the cross as it passes by.



PROCESSIONAL “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Choir sings verse 3.

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluial!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’'nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!

Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!

Praise Him, all ye heav’'nly host, Alleluia!

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia!

He gives us new life and hope through His resurrection!

Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

LSB 457



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

We confess our sins to God our Father who raised Jesus Christ from the
dead.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are, by nature, sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
Name. Amen.

In our Lord'’s resurrection you have been made new creatures, holy and
righteous in the sight of God. It is my duty and delight to share this good
news with you; as a called and ordained servant of the risen Christ, | forgive
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



EASTER HYMN OF PRAISE LSB 155
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Our Redeemer, You have rescued us from the power of sin, death, and the
devil by Your perfect life, death, and resurrection. Let the light of your love,
mercy, and grace shine on us and radiate out through us so the world
experiences the reality of the resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.



FIRST READING Acts 10:34; 37-43
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no
partiality, you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of
the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,
but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the
people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be
judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM “Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed” arr. James Koerts

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-4
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able and turn to face the cross.



GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL “Festival Alleluia”
Choir sings refrain, then the congregation sings the refrain.

Refrain
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Choir: Christ is living! He is risen! Death, where is your sting? Refrain

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10
The Gospel reading is from St. Matthew, the twenty-eight chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was
a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he
is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, | have told you."
So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to
tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And
they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there
they will see me.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465, vv. 1-2
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds

In praise of love that still abounds:

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!

Repeat their song of glory here:

“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Eternal is the gift He brings,

Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Now still He comes to give us life

And by His presence stills all strife.
Christ has triumphed! He is living!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 491876

SERMON “Far from Empty” Pastor Snow
Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION OF FAITH
From Luther’s “Small Catechism” Explanation of the 2nd Article of the Apostle’s
Creed.

Let us then confess our faith in Jesus Christ, who was "raised on the third
day, in accordance with the scriptures." (7 Corinthians 15:4)

| believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with
His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that |
may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We pray for our congregation. Risen Lord, as the stone was rolled away
from the tomb allowing light to enter in, so also remove the obstructions
from our own hearts and scatter the darkness with the light of Your truth.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church on earth. Risen Lord, You sent Your angels

to announce the resurrection. Keep sending messengers today to
announce this Good News with courage, clarity, and truth. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the world. Risen Lord, as You died for the world, so also You
rose for the world, that it may have new life. Teach all of humanity to value
life as you value it. Make peace and justice a priority for all leaders of the
world. Give them wisdom, insight, and hearts of compassion. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick, the dying, and for those who grieve. Risen Lord,

give healing and relief for those who are ill. Remove from them the fear and
dread of death, and renew within those who grieve the joy of salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;

Set heart and will on things above

That we conquer through Your triumph;

Grant grace sufficient for life's day

That by our lives we truly say:

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!”

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI no. 491876

Please stand as you are able.

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

LSB 465, v. 3

Thanks and praise to You, heavenly Father, for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is the very Paschal Lamb, who was
offered for us and has taken away the sins of the world. By His death, He
has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again, He has restored us to
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your holy name, evermore

praising you and saying:
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Lord Jesus, in giving us Your body and blood in this sacrament You enable
us to remember Your life and Passion, Your death and rest in the tomb, Your
glorious resurrection and ascension, and Your coming return. So remember
us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Please be seated.
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COMMUNION AT ST. JOHN’'S

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as
He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but His very body and blood. This
we eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He
comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any
who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold to a confession differing from that of this
congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are

asked to first speak with the pastor or an elder. For further readings in Scripture, we suggest Matthew

5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Cor. 11:17-34.
- Communicants will receive elements in a continuous fashion.

- If you would like the pastor to bring communion to you, please inform an usher anytime during the

service.
- Children of all ages may join their parents and receive a special blessing.
- For those who desire it, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center ring of the tray of individual

cups.

DISTRIBUTION
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HYMN “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing

Praise to our victorious King,

Who has washed us in the tide

Flowing from His pierced side.

Alleluia!

Praise we Him, whose love divine
Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast—
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.
Alleluia!

Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword,;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go

Through the wave that drowns the foe.
Alleluia!

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;

With sincerity and love

Eat we manna from above.

Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy!

This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow'r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

Text: Public domain

LSB 633, vv. 1-4, 7
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HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, vv. 1, 3-4

Crown Him with many crowns, Crown Him the Lord of life,
The Lamb upon His throne; Who triumphed o'er the grave
Hark how the heav'nly anthem drowns And rose victorious in the strife
All music but its own. For those He came to save.
Awake, my soul, and sing His glories now we sing,

Of Him who died for thee, Who died and rose on high,
And hail Him as thy matchless king Who died eternal life to bring
Through all eternity. And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of love.

Behold His hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above,

In beauty glorified.

No angels in the sky

Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes
At mysteries so bright.

Text: Public domain

HYMN “He’s Risen, He'’s Risen” LSB 480, vv. 1, 4
He's risen, He's risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord;

He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word.

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong.

O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more;
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door.

For all our transgressions His blood does atone;
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-710094
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HYMN “This Joyful Eastertide” LSB 482, vv. 1-2

This joyful Eastertide Death’s flood has lost its chill
Away with sin and sorrow! Since Jesus crossed the river;
My love, the Crucified, Lover of souls, from ill

Has sprung to life this morrow: Refrain My passing soul deliver: Refrain
Refrain

Had Christ, who once was slain,

Not burst His three-day prison,

Our faith had been in vain:

But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!

Text: Public domain

HYMN “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” LSB 469, vv. 1-4
“Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Saints on earth and angels say; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Death in vain forbids His rise;
Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, reply. Christ has opened paradise.
Love's redeeming work is done, Lives again our glorious King!
Fought the fight, the battle won; Where, O death, is now thy sting?
Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is O'er; Once He died our souls to save;
Lo! He sets in blood no more. Where thy victory, O grave?

Text: Public domain

HYMN “The Day of Resurrection” LSB 478, vv. 1-3

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad,

The passover of gladness, The passover of God.
From death to life eternal, From sin’s dominion free,
Our Christ has brought us over With hymns of victory.

Let hearts be purged of evil That we may see aright

The Lord in rays eternal Of resurrection light

And, list'ning to His accents, May hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail'” and, hearing, May raise the victor strain.

16



Now let the heav'ns be joyful, Let earth its song begin,

Let all the world keep triumph And all that is therein.

Let all things, seen and unseen, Their notes of gladness blend;
For Christ the Lord has risen, Our joy that has no end!

Text: Public domain

Please stand as you are able.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord"” LSB 164
f)

——

-  —— —

~

NV

6L
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.

f

| ~

P o o @

S
—

—
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.

3\
I

L‘ & y A

~—

C—@?D
N

‘,
He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy

n Il
%i& 2 o . o » o I
A3V
e o 6
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
DISMISSAL

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have given us this gracious
gift of life. Grant that, remembering our Savior's death and resurrection, we
are strengthened to live each day, trusting You joyfully and loving one
another fervently; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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BENEDICTION

Assured of the victory Jesus has won for us by the power of His
resurrection, we are sent forth today with His benediction. The Lord bless
you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.

Amen.

Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Christ is Risen!
He is risen, indeed. Alleluia

CLOSING HYMN  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461, vv. 1-2,7-8
| Know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living Head.

He lives triumphant from the grave, He lives eternally to save,
He lives all glorious in the sky, He lives exalted there on high.

He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives and | shall conquer death:
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives, “| know that my Redeemer lives!”

Text: Public domain

THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH ST. JOHN'S TODAY!

If this is your first time at St. John's, we invite you to fill out
a CONNECTCard located at the Welcome Desk or by using
the QR code. We look forward to CONNECT-ing with you.

Hymn texts and liturgy reprinted from the Lutheran Service Book © 2006, Lutheran Worship © 1982,
Concordia Publishing House, with permission under OneLicense.net #A-710094. Others used with
permission under CCLI#491 876
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WORSHIP LEADERS

Preacher: Pastor Show

Liturgist: Pastor Barry

Pianist: Kristin Johnson

Brass: Lynnae Degler, Seth Vang

Choir: Messengers of Praise, directed by Dr. Katie Rolf
Soloist: Caden Gilmore

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Acolytes: 8:30 Zoey Lewis/10:00 Winston King-Ellison

Communion Assistants: 8:30 Jim Hofer, Daniel Schlueter, Marcus Simpson
10:00 Jon DeBoer, Lyle Hilk

Elder: 8:30 Zac Lewis/10:00 Josh Peterson

Usher Team: 8:30 Josh Kulzer/10:00 Andy Tesch

Welcome Team: 8:30 Troy and Julie Herrmann/10:00 Byron and Barbara Frye
Tech Crew: 8:30 Adam Breczinksi, Hunter Krueger/10:00 Martin Sihombing

BANNERS
Alleluia Banner: Joan Bode
Easter Banner: +Marion Michel+

UPCOMING WEEK

Monday, April 6 Men's Bible Study 6:30am
Monday Night Meal 5:15pm
AA 7:00pm

Tuesday, April 7 Trustees Meeting 6:30pm

Wednesday, April 8 Moms in the Word 9:30am
Thursday, April 9 Donuts with Dad 8:30am
Women's LifeLight Bible Study 9:30am

Friday, April 10 AA 6:30pm
Saturday, April 11 Colson Fellows Cohort Meeting 8:30am
Sunday, April 12 Worship 8:00/9:30/10:45am

MMG Circles of Love Ticket Sale 8:00am-12:00pm
Youth Night 6:00pm
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Prayers for Healing and Strength

Elizabeth Wysocki
Emily Pagelkopf
Stephen Wetzel

Ongoing Prayers
Carol Affeldt
John Barney
Merlin Bentz
Jack Boman
Jimann Campbell
Julie Carver
Marguerite Craighead
Sunnie Deis

Celebrating Birthdays
4/5
Matthew Davis
Oliver Siegle
Lauren Wolter
Madelyn Wolter
4/6
Suzanne Honebrink
Vance Huwe
4/7
Kristin Beussman
Leah Schmidt
Sadie Watry

Expectant Moms
Clara Crawley-Reid
Christina Krueger

Celebrating Anniversaries
4/6 Gary and Becky Herreid
4/6 Jim and Kris Vipond

Anne Dutcher
Brody Miller
Tim Laubach

Anita Doss

Sid & Merna Fjelstad

Dennis Gaarder
Ruth Harms
Eugene Henke
Carol Jones
Len Kallsen
Tracy Koepsell

4/7
Nathan Wittenberg
4/8
Tom Becker
Becky Kirchoff
Lowell Lenz
Luke McCarty
Dan Quist
Becca Rolf
4/9
Angie Bachmann
Karen Canfield

Brenda Simpson

Brittany Thormodson

Lois Wenz
Pastor Al Holthus
Jolene Berg

Gretchen Laubach
Marilyn Lenzen
Melinda Meuwissen
Steve Pond
Cliff Waller
Ruth Ziegler

4/9
Lilah Johnshoy
Lois Wenz
4/10
Elly Polley
4/11
Monica Green
Joy Kloos
Amelia Kuester
Nathan Messer

Kourtney Vipond

4/8 Brian and Anna Tucker
4/11 Nathan and Karsyn Kohls
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THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO DONATED EASTER FLOWERS!

Individuals and families who donated may pick up their plant(s) on Tuesday,

April 7, between 10:00am and 1:00pm in the Main Church Commons.

In Memory of:

Gary Anderson — Helen Anderson

Our parents — Michael and Elizabeth Bennes

Marlon and Angela Bushard and Harlan and Ardis Willis — Mike and Nancy Bushard
Parents and grandparents who raised us in Christ our Lord — Bill and Julie Crocker
Our parents and grandparents — The Eickhoff Family

Family and friends that have passed — Orv and Loretta Folkerts

Our grandparents who are no longer with us — Chris, Jennifer and Emma Johnson
Those who passed before us — The Kelly Family

Our parents, James and Jeanne Lanigan and Delmar and Donna Kloos — Dan and Linda Kloos
Our heavenly unborn baby — Hunter and Christina Krueger

Dennis Lenzen and Jan Forner — Marilyn Lenzen and Family

John Lenzen — The McGlothlin Family

Parents and sister — Deb McLean

Kris Kohman — Matt and Mary McMullen and Family

Gilbert, who is rejoicing in Heaven — The Oelfke’s

Howard and Grace Peterson — Kari L. Peterson

Our parents — Dick and Bonnie Schaefer

Willard and Jean Schoen — Gretchen Smith and Christine Ries

All Sprengler and Schrupp family and friends — Paul and Sandy Sprengler

Jim Struble - Carla Struble

Loved ones who have passed — Brad and Carol Willmsen

Family members who have passed on to their heavenly home — The Zabel Family

In Thanksgiving for:

Family — Jim and Leanne Backlund

Our children, grandchildren and Jesus our Savior — Michael and Elizabeth Bennes
Pastors and our Church family — Gayle and Lois Degler

All the Lord has given us — Orv and Loretta Folkerts

St. John's family — The Kelly Family

Our children and grandchildren — Dan and Linda Kloos

Jesus and His great love for us — Debi Mahoney

Our children and grandchildren — Dick and Bonnie Schaefer

The many blessings we have received — The Seidelman Family
Pastors and teachers who serve St. John's — Paul and Sandy Sprengler
Jesus our Savior — Carla Struble

Family, friends, and our Risen Savior — Brad and Carol Willmsen

Our living family members — The Zabel Family
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