St.Jehns

LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

REFORMATION SUNDAY

Sunday, October 25, 2026
8:00, 9:30, & 10:45 AM
Monday, October 26, 2026

6:30 PM

(Please stand and face the cross for the Processional Hymn.)

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
Verse 3 sung by choir (8:00/10:45)

A mighty fortress is our God,

A trusty shield and weapon,;

He helps us free from ev'ry need
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil foe

Now means deadly woe;

Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;

On earth is not his equal.

With might of ours can naught be
done, Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.

Ask ye, Who is this?

Jesus Christ it is,

Of Sabaoth Lord,

And there's none other God,;

He holds the field forever.

Text: Public domain

LSB 656

Though devils all the world should fill,

All eager to devour us,

We tremble not, we fear no ill;
They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,

He can harm us none.

He's judged, the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;

He's by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,

Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,

Our vict'ry has been won;

The Kingdom ours remaineth.



INVOCATION

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

When we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Today we ponder again the great mercy and grace of our God.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)

Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have pretended to keep Your law and have sought to enter
heaven on our own merits. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

Almighty God has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake, forgives
us all our sins. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. We are free indeed! As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore declare to you the
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Please be seated.

CHORAL ANTHEM (8:00/10:45)
“God Is Our Refuge” Allen Pote



HYMN OF PRAISE (9:30)

“By Grace I'm Saved” LSB 566, vv. 1-2
By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;

My soul, believe and doubt it not.

Why stagger at this word of promise?

Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?

No! Then this word must true remain:

By grace you too will life obtain.

By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;

His death did for our sins atone,

And we are saved by grace alone.

Text: Public domain

PSALM Psalm 46
Pew Bible Page 471

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;

God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

He utters His voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Come, behold the works of the LORD, how He has brought desolations
on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow
and shatters the spear; He burns the chariots with fire.



“Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations, |
will be exalted in the earth!”
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our refuge and strength, our very present help in times of
trouble, still our restless souls and gladden our hearts with the joy that
Is ours in Your Son, Jesus, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7
Pew Bible Page 1036

Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and
tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God
and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of
water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Romans 3:19-28
Pew Bible Page 941

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been
manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God'’s
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that
he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Then
what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified
by faith apart from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able and face the processional cross.

GOSPEL PROCESSION

“God’'s Word is Our Great Heritage” LSB 582
(Tune: LSB 657)

God’'s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.

Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations.

Text: Public domain



(The Gospel is read from the middle of the congregation to remind us
that God’s Word is in our midst.)

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36
Pew Bible Page 894

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in Him, “If you abide in My
word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” They answered Him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you
say, 'You will become free'?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not
remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

GOSPEL RESPONSE “By Grace I'm Saved” LSB 566, v. 4
By grace! This ground of faith is certain;

As long as God is true, it stands.

What saints have penned by inspiration,

What in His Word our God commands,

Our faith in what our God has done

Depends on grace—grace through His Son.

Text: Public domain

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



HYMN OF THE DAY “Thy Strong Word"
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;

At Thy speaking it was done.

For created light we thank Thee,

While Thine ordered seasons run.

Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!

Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,

Dark as night and deep as death,

Broke the light of Thy salvation,

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.
Alleluia, alleluia!

May the light which Thou dost send

Fill our songs with alleluias,

Alleluias without end!

God the Father, light-creator,

To Thee laud and honor be.

To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.

Holy Spirit, light-revealer,

Glory, glory be to Thee.

Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. A-710094

LSB 578, vv. 1-2, 5-6



SERMON “Through Christ Alone” Pastor Barry

+ Sermon Notes +




Please stand as you are able.

CREEDAL HYMN

“We All Believe in One True God” LSB 953
We all believe in one true God,

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

Ever-present help in need,

Praised by all the heav'nly host;

All He made His love enfolds,

All creation He upholds.

We all believe in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Mary's son,

Who descended from His throne
And for us salvation won;

By whose cross and death are we
Rescued from all misery.

We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who from both in truth proceeds,
Who sustains and comforts us

In all trials, fears, and needs.
Blessed, holy Trinity,

Praise forever be to Thee!

Text: Public domain

Please be seated.
OFFERING

Please stand as you are able.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Lord, You are our refuge and strength. Defend Your Church from the
attacks and accusations of the devil. Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and
His Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, since the fall into sin, all creation groans for restoration.
Earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, floods, and other disasters cause great
fear. But You are the God of all creation. Calm our hearts and be in our
midst when the earth gives way. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, in this fallen world, nations rage and kingdoms totter. War, threat
of war, violence, and division plague the earth. But You are the Lord of
hosts, and You are with us. Defend us from conflict and be our King of
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, send healing to all who are sick, injured, and recovering... If it be
Your will, restore their health with the overflowing abundance that
comes only from Your hand. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11; Numbers 6:.24-26
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

“Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted among the nations, |
will be exalted in the earth!”
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655
Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;

Curb those who by deceit or sword

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son

And bring to naught all He has done.

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;

Defend Your holy Church that we

May sing Your praise eternally.

O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife

And lead us out of death to life.

Text: Public domain

SENDING
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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+ Today’s Worship Servants +

WORSHIP LEADERS

Preacher: Pastor Barry

Liturgist: Pastor Snhow

Organist: 8:00/9:30/10:45 Kristin Johnson

Pianist: 6:30 Nancy Buckentine

Choirs: 8:00/10:45 Men's Choir, 10:45 6™-8" Boys Choir

Choir Director: Dr. Katie Rolf

Brass: Lynnae Degler, Finn Dunnigan, Pete Dysart, Seth Vang

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Acolyte: 8:00 Lexie Matzke/10:45 Rylee Koepsell

Elders: 8:00 Jeff Matzke/9:30 Pete Siedelman
10:45 Lyle Hilk/6:30 Bruce Bergo

Usher Team: 8:00 Mark Asmus/9:30 Bob Loomis
10:45 Andy Tesch

Welcome Team: 8:00 Gayle Degler/9:30 Matzke Family
10:45 Jana Beckendorf

Tech Crew: 8:00 Zach Brooks, Adam Breczinski

9:30 Martin and Meity Sihombing

10:45 Jacob Davenport, Hannah Davenport
Coffee Hour: Jessica and Eva Medvedev
Banner & Paraments: Joan Bode
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Today at St. John's

8:00/9:30/10:45 AM | Reformation Festival Worship

9:00 AM | Coffee Hour

9:30 AM | Sunday School

9:30 AM | Combined Bible Studies: Creation and Dinosaurs
4:00 & 5:30 PM | Creation Ministries Seminars

7:00 PM | Sunday Night Basketball

Upcoming Week

Monday, October 26 5:30 PM Monday Night Meal

6:30 PM Monday Night Worship

7:00 PM AA

Wednesday, October 28 | 9:30 AM Moms in the Word

7:00 PM Rehearsal: Advent Choral Vespers

Thursday, October 29 9:30 AM Life Light Bible Study
11:00 AM Malzahn Funeral

Friday, October 30 6:30 PM AA

Sunday, November 1 8:00, 9:30 & 10:45 AM

All Saints’ Festival Worship
with Holy Communion

9:30 AM Education Hour/Sunday School
7:00 PM Sunday Night Basketball

Thank you for worshiping with St. John's today!

If this is your first time at St. John's, we invite you to fill out
a CONNECTCard located at the Welcome Desk or by using
the QR code. We look forward to CONNECT-ing with you.
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Weekly Word Preview [=] O

Read all these stories at stjohnschaska.org/word,
scan the QR code, or pick up a printed copy at the -
back of the church. E

Today, Sunday, October 25, St.
NN T RIS John's will welcome Dr. Robert
Carter of Creation Ministries
SR LEIE |[Nnternational for a special day of
with Dr. Robert Carter : ; :
presentations exploring creation,
Sunday, October 25 science, and the Bible. Dr. Carter
9:30 AM | 4:00 PM | 5:30 PM . ) )
holds a PhD in Marine Biology and
Is an author and speaker who addresses questions about science and
Scripture and how a biblical worldview shapes the way we
understand the world around us.

EXPLORE CREATION,

We will celebrate All Saints’ Day
UBRET I G o TI NI aad o Tl \vith the Commemoration of the

You are invited to sign a cross in Faithful Departed and the

memory of a loved one who passed . . .

away in the faith this past year. Baptism Anniversary Milestone. As

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 & 25 part of our All Saints’ tradition at

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 & 26 , . . .

St. John's, you are invited to sign a

‘ ,, cross in memory of a loved one
who passed away in the faith this past year. Cross signhing will take
place in the Upper Gathering Space today, Sunday, October 25, and

during Monday night worship on October 26.

In the Upper Gathering Space
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